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Dr Katerina Antonopoulou is an Assistant Professor in Communication and Learning in the 

Department of Home Economics and Ecology. She has worked as a qualified teacher and she has 

experience as a teacher for children with learning and developmental disabilities. In 2007 she was 

appointed as a Lecturer in Communication and Learning at Harokopio University of Athens, 

Greece, where she currently works as an Assistant Professor. Since 2014 she is the Academic 

Advisor for Students with Special Educational Needs of Harokopio University. She has taught on 

postgraduate programmes at the National and Kapodistrian University of Athens and Democritus 

University of Thrace and she has initiated research collaboration with colleagues from Universities 

abroad, including University of Birmignham, UK, Humbolt University of Berlin, Germany and 

Catholic University of Milan, Italy. She has participated as a presenter to a number of International 

and Hellenic Conferences and she is a member of the editorial board of the International Journal of 

School and Educational Psychology of the International School Psychology Association (ISPA) 

since 2013. She has been acted as a reviewer of empirical papers for publication since 2012 for 

several scientific Journals. Katerina’s areas of research and teaching expertise include educational 

psychology, developmental psychology, learning disabilities, communication, social understanding, 

family and peer relationships. She has worked on and supervised a number of research projects 

related to child communication, parenting and child social-emotional behaviour. She has published 

in International and Greek scientific Journals. 

 

Qualifications 

 PhD (1999), University of Sheffield, UK 

 M.Ed. in Educational Psychology (1994), University of Manchester, UK 

 B.Ed. in Primary Education (1991), University of Athens 
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Teaching 

Undergraduate porgramme 

 Communication and learning in the school classroom 

 Inclusion of pupils with learning and developmental disabilities 

 Adjustment problems in the school and family contexts 

 Research methods in social sciences 

 The role of family in child development 

Postgraduate programme 

 Learning difficulties: diagnosis and intervention 

 Communication difficulties and interpersonal skills of pupils with special educational needs 

 

Doctoral Research Supervision 

Katerina supervises the following doctoral researchers: 

 Sofia Kouvava, Primary Education Teacher, Research topic: “The impact of social, 

cognitive and language factors on the development of friendships among primary school 

aged pupils with and without learning difficulties.” 

 Dimitris Alexopoulos, Primary Education Teacher, Research topic: “The role of parental 

self-efficacy in parental typology and children’s psychosocial behavior.” 

 

Research interests 

 The cognition and pragmatics of communicative competence in typically developing and 

non-typically developing children 

 The family and the siblings of children with learning disabilities 
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 The role of cognitive and social factors in children’s behaviour and adjustment, the 

development of friendships in the school environment 

 The growth of referential communication and Theory of Mind in children 

 

Participation in Projects funded by the European Union 

2018-2012: “Promoting deaf and hard of hearing children’s Theory of Mind and emotion 

understanding” – PROTOM, under the Erasmus + Programme, Key Action 2-

Strategic Partnership. Project coordinator: Humbolt University of Berlin, Germany. 

2017-2019: “Development of a Cook Book for Students with Mental Disabilities”, under the 

ERASMUS+ Programme, Key Action 2-Strategic Partnerships. Project coordinator: 

MARGARITA Vocational Training Centre for people with special educational 

needs, Greece. 

2011-2013: “Training teachers in developing consumer awareness among children – TRACON”, 

Comenius-LLP 2011 Framework.  Project coordinator: Harokopio University. 

2007-2008 European Project “Adaptation of the assessment and accreditation system of 

language proficiency for people with special educational needs”. Project coordinator: 

University of Athens. 
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